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tending their control over the lands between the Senegal and
the Gambia. Bemoym was to be a puppet prince, maintained in
his place by force of Portuguese arms, and the surrounding dis-
trict was to be coerced into obedience by the garrison to be
stationed in a fort at the mouth of the Senegal. This policy had
been tried with good results on the Mina coast, and so there was
reason for supposing that it would prove equally successful in
Jalofo. Pero Vaz therefore set sail. In order to keep up the pre-
tence of a great crusade, he took with him 'priests .. . and a
great number of articles for churches and for the business of
conversion*. But the expedition ended disastrously. Bemoym
was mysteriously slain, and Pero Vaz returned to Portugal with-
out completing his task.

The desire to subjugate the Jalofo people was not the only
motive inspiring this undertaking. King John II also hoped to
establish contact with Timbuktu and by means of a fortified
post on the banks of the Senegal control the gold trade of the
interior. Just as he and his successors made several attempts to
reach Timbuktu overland from Arguim, so in the same way they
hoped to find in the Senegal a route to the city, this time by
water. Contemporary geographers for the most part believed
that this river was a branch of the Nile, flowing westwards
through the Sudan past Timbuktu to the 'ocean sea'. Accord-
ingly, provided the Senegal was navigable, it ought to be pos-
sible for ships from Lisbon to sail all the way to Timbuktu. If
this route was practicable, moreover, then it would have to be
guarded, and for this reason Pero Vaz was sent to build a fort-
ress. Pero Vaz failed. But his countrymen did not abandon the
plan! Barros records that John II sent many messengers to the
princes of the interior behind Senegambia, and that among
them was a certain Rodrigo Rabelo, who made his way up the
Gambia to the land of Mandi Mansa, the Sultan of Mandi, or
Mali, sometimes referred to as the King of Timbuktu1. So it
would appear that when the Senegal route proved difficult, the
Portuguese tried instead to sail up the Gambia. In point of fact,

1 Asiat dec. i, bk. 3, ch. 12: *At other times', writes Barros, *he [John II]
sent, by the river Cantor (the Gambia), to Mandi Mansa, one of the most
powerful of that part of the province of Mandinga. On this mission went one
Rodrigo Rabelo, a squire of his household.'
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